
Court Law Libraries 
Civics Education Project 
Courts of the Fifth Circuit 

In the federal judiciary, the court libraries serve federal judges and court staff including circuit, 

district, magistrate, and bankruptcy courts, by supporting their research and information needs.  The 

librarians assist with legal research using online databases as well as print materials.  The libraries’ 

collections consists of federal legal research materials as well as state legal research materials limited 

to their geographic regions.  Print materials include case opinions, statutes, court rules, jury 

instructions, and treatises covering most subject areas of American Law, as well as form books, law 

reviews, and finding aids. Legislative history materials are also available.  

Types of Resources 

Primary sources:  

case law 

statutes 

regulations 

historical materials 

Secondary sources:  

finding aids 

treatises 

law journals 

legal dictionaries 

legal encyclopedias  

Fifth Circuit Libraries Open to the Public 

The Fifth Circuit has nine libraries located within the circuit and a 

select few are open to the public.  Reference librarians are available 

to assist patrons with locating materials in the library, accessing the 

online catalog and public computers, and using materials like 

microfiche. Reference librarians can also give basic guidance on 

how to use the materials within the collection. However, the 

librarians cannot give legal advice, interpret any laws or legal 

documents, or perform legal research for the public.  

Louisiana: 

New Orleans Headquarters Library

Hours: 8:00am to 4:30pm M-F 

Phone: 504-310-7797  

Email: 5satlib-

neworleans@ca5.uscourts.gov  

Shreveport Branch Library* 

Hours: 9:00am to 5:00pm M-F 

Phone: 318-676-3230  

Email: 5satlib-

Shreveport@ca5.uscourts.gov 

Texas: 

Houston Branch Library 

Hours: 8:00am to 4:30pm M-F 

Phone: 713-250-5696  

Email: 5satlib-

Houston@ca5.uscourts.gov 

Beaumont Library* 

Hours: 8:30am to 5:00pm M-F 

Phone:  409-654-7028 

Email: 5satlib-

Beaumont@ca5.uscourts.gov  

* Limited access to attorneys and   

individuals representing 

themselves in federal court. 
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